HEARTLAND BERNESE MOUNTAIN DOG CLUB --- CODE OF ETHICS

The Heartland Bernese Mountain Dog Club of America, Inc. (HBMDC), in keeping with its aims of breeding the best possible dogs while preserving their unique beauty and character and of promoting the best possible care and training of these dogs, adopts the following code:

1 HBMDC members shall strive for the ideal in accordance with the official standard set forth by the American Kennel Club and with consideration for the history and purpose of the breed when breeding Bernese Mountain Dogs. In this regard, they agree to:

a.
Maintain high standards of health and care for their dogs. All dogs used in breeding shall be tested and proven free of communicable diseases.

b.
Use only physically and temperamentally sound dogs for breeding, and will refuse stud service to any bitch that is unregisterable or shows obvious defects.  A breeder should develop a breeding program by studying the breed standard and outstanding representatives of the breed, in addition to analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of his/her own dogs. Any breeding should be made as an attempt to create offspring which come closer the "perfect" representation of the breed standard, reducing his/her dog's weaknesses and increasing strengths. Breeders should never double-up on known or visible faults.

c.
X-ray for evidence of hip dysplasia no earlier than one year of age. The x-rays should be submitted to one of the recognized registry organizations for assessment. Animals with initial assessments worse than GDC normal or OFA fair should be excluded from breeding programs unless subsequent x-ray submissions provide a qualifying assessment.

d.
Refrain from breeding the bitch until her second season, or until she is at least 18 months of age, whichever is later. A bitch shall be successfully bred no more than two out of three seasons. Ideally, a period of one year should lapse between litters.

e. Provide truthful information regularly to the Berner Garde database regarding the whelping of litters and all known health problems in their dogs and in puppies of their breeding.

2. Members will not sell dogs without true representation to the purchases nor use misleading or untruthful statements in selling, promoting or advertising. Breeders should inform prospective purchasers of any known health problems common to the breed and givea full disclosure of known faults and strengths found in the parents or obvious faults in the sold dogs.

3.
No club member shall sell adults or puppies to any known retail or wholesale pet outlet or to retail or wholesale representative. Furthermore, no member shall give or sell adults or puppies to anyone for the purpose of their being raffles or auctioned.

4.
A buyer should be supplied with a four generation pedigree, with information on inoculations and other veterinary care that the dog has received, and with instructions on the care, feeding, and training of the Bernese Mountain Dog.

5.
Members selling dogs will guarantee the health of his/her dogs subject to a veterinarian's examination within 48 hours of the sale. The breeder's responsibility does not end with the sale. Given the fact that puppies, healthy or unhealthy, sound or unsound, would not exist without the breeder's full interaction and intervention, breeders and stud dog owners agree to receive back dogs of their breeding and to assist in finding them another appropriate home, should it become necessary.

6.
Breeders should make every effort to keep in touch with the progress of dogs of his/her breeding in order to better analyze the results of his/her program. Buyers should be made aware of the reason for this continued contact and be asked to report health matters to the breeder and/or the Berner Garde.

7.
Members shall exhibit at dog shows and matches and participate in club activities where feasible.

8.
Members shall at all times exhibit good sportsmanship at all events related to the club and dog shows.

9.
Members shall not degrade any other member or kennel. They shall show a respect for other members and their efforts in furthering the breed, especially when critiquing the results of those efforts.

In applying for membership in the HBMDC, I agree to comply with the above code of ethics and the Constitution and Bylaws of the Heartland Bernese Mountain Dog Club.

Signed___________________________________________________    Date:________________ 
Requirements and types of memberships are detailed in our constitution and bylaws 
(Copies available upon request). They are condensed here for your review. Prospective Members: $15 Applicants to general membership will be considered prospective members for a period of one year. During that time prospective members must attend 3 functions (an activity and a meeting on the same day may count as 2 functions) and help with a committee (this can take as little as an hour of work time). Applications for prospective members will be published to the membership via email. Applicants must receive a minimum of a 3/4 vote at the general meeting following the completion of requirements. They will then be a General Member. A prospective member can not vote or hold office but may participate in all other activities.  

General Member: Family $30, Single $20, Junior $5 A general member has meet the requirements of a prospective member and has voting rights and may hold office.

Associate Member: $15 This type of membership is meant for those who wish to support the club but may not wish to be considered for a general membership. They have all the rights as a prospective member and may apply to the general membership at a later time.

